Congress of the Tnited States
WWashimgton, DE 20513
May 12, 2003

The Honorable David Obey

Ranking Member

Subcommitiee on Labor, Health and Human Services and Education Approprigtions
Appwpnmmm( Diniies

116 Longworth Building

S:House gE Represemtatives

" Washingion, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Obey:

We are writing o request that you provide an sppropriation of $610 million for the
Minority ATDS Initistive in the Labor, Heallh and Human Services and Education
Approprations bill for fiseal year 2006,

Acconding w the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, racial and cthnic minorities
represent mote than 70% of new AIDS eases in the United States, African Americans accoum
Far 45% of new AIDS cases, although only 13% of the population is black. Hispenics account
fér 2855 of new AIDS cases, although only 14% of the population is Hispanic. Asian
AmericansPacific Islanders aceount for 1% of new AIDS vases, and American Indians/Alasks
Natives acoount for up to 1%. Clearly, racial and ethnic minorities shoulder a disproporiiona
burc[m of HIV and ATDS in the United Statcs today.

These statistics demonstrate the tremendous imperiance of the Minority AIDS Initiative,
This critical inifiative provides funds to community-based organizations, reszarch institutions,
mHnority-sérving colleges and universities, health care organizations. state and Jocal health
dfpartmenm undd correctional institations to help them address the HIV/AIDS epidemic within
the minority populations they serve, Thus, it enables organizations and providers to c*cpand and
strengthen their capacity to deliver culturally and linguistically sppropriate care and services. As
a vesult, the Initiative fills gaps in prevention, treatment, surveillance, infrastructure, outreach
and cducation across communitics of color,

“We urge yuu to provide 36H) million For the Minority AIDS Initiative in fiseu) year 2006,
We thank vou for your attention to our concems, and we look forward 1o wi orking with you to
expand programs for the prevention and treatment of HIV/AIDS in ROty contmunities
ihroughout the United States.

Sinverely,

Heana Ros-Lehtinen
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